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the Gospel. But the more averse they are to the
Kingdom of God, the more ought our zeal be quick-
ened to draw them near, and cause them to enter it.
Persuaded that we can do nothing of ourselves, we
know at the same time that everything is possible
to us, with the aid of him for whom we work. We
have likewise this advantage in the conversions
which God will perhaps bring about by our ministra-
tions, that we are secure from pride, and from all
vainglory which we might have in ourselves. These
conversions can be attributed neither to the sound
arguments of the Missionary, nor to his eloquence,
nor to his other talents—which might be useful in
other Countries, but which do not make any impres-
sion on the minds of our Savages. The glory of
their conversion can be rendered only to him who
knows how to make from the very stones, when it
pleases him, children of Abraham.

Our Illinois inhabit a very pleasant country.
Nevertheless, it is not so enchanting as it is repre-
sented to us by the Author of the new relation of
southern America which has appeared under the
name of Monsieur the Chevalier de Tonti. I have
heard it said of Monsieur de Tonti himself that he
disavowed this work and that he recognized in it
only his own name, which is at the beginning.#

It must, however, be admitted that the Country is
very fine; the great rivers which water it, the vast
and dense forests, the delightful prairies, the hills
covered with very thick woods,—all these features
make a charming variety. Although this Country
is farther South than Provence, the winter here is
longer; the cold weather, however, is somewhat miti-
gated. During summer the heat is less scorching:



